Toxin production by strains of Aeromonas hydrophila grown in laboratory media and prawn purée.
Toxin production by four strains of Aeromonas hydrophila grown at 30 and 37 degrees C in two laboratory media and prawn purée was studied. Three different cell lines were used to test for cytotoxic activity, haemolytic activity was tested against rabbit and guinea pig erythrocytes, proteolytic activity was assayed with azo-casein and enterotoxic activity using the suckling mouse assay. Results showed reduced cytotoxic and haemolytic activities in prawn purée compared with the two media, but in most cases increased proteolytic activity. No enterotoxic activity was observed in prawn purée although it was occasionally detectable in both laboratory media.